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MINUTES 
Regional Partnership Council Meeting 

May 13, 2014 
 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
The regular meeting of the First Things First Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council was held 
on May 13, 2014 at the St. Patrick’s Catholic Community Administration Building, 10815 North 84th 
Street, Scottsdale, Arizona 85260. 
 
Chair VanMaanen called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m., and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
 
Members Present 
Chair Patricia VanMaanen, Vice Chair Marie Raymond and Council Members Bill Myhr, Mary Permoda, 
Jenny Stahl, and Stu Turgel. 
 
Member Absent 
Council Member Dana Vela. 
 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2014 
Council Member Turgel moved to approve the March 11, 2014 regular meeting minutes. Council 
Member Myhr seconded the motion, and it was approved unanimously 6-0, Council Member Meehan 
not having yet arrived. 
 
FY2015 Contract Renewals 
Senior Director Wendy Sabatini provided a synopsis of the grant renewal process, outlining the steps 
taken and contacts made and questions asked of the grantees in order to decide on recommendations 
regarding renewal or non-renewal of the contracts. 
 
Senior Director Sabatini provided an update on Southwest Human Development and recommended 
renewal of the contract. 
 
Council Member Stahl moved to approve the renewal of the Southwest Human Development contract, 
contract #FTF-RC009-13-0357-01-Y2 addressing the regional strategy, Family Support Children with 
Special Needs, for fiscal year 2015 in the amount of $198,440.  Council Member Turgel seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously 6-0. 
 
Council Member Meehan arrived at 4:07 p.m. 
 
Chair VanMaanen reminded everyone to not participate in the discussion and at the time of voting, to 
state their conflict of interest and recuse themselves, if applicable. 
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Senior Director Sabatini provided an update on the numbers of children receiving oral health screening 
for the Oral Health strategy, indicating that the number had increased since Quarter 2 and 
recommended renewal of the contract.   
 
Member Turgel moved to approve the renewal of the Maricopa County Department of Public Health 
contract, contract #GRA-MULTI-11-0077-Y4 addressing the regional strategy Oral Health, for fiscal year 
2015 in the amount of $151,484. Vice Chair Raymond seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0, with 
Council Member Myhr abstaining due to a conflict because of his employment. 
 
Senior Director Sabatini provided an update regarding the home visitation contract with the Ft. 
McDowell Yavapai Nation and recommended renewal of the contract. 
 
Council Member Permoda moved to approve the renewal of the Ft. McDowell Yavapai Nation contract, 
contract #GRA-RC009-13-0513-01-Y2 addressing the regional strategy, Home Visitation, for fiscal year 
2015 in the amount of $198,440.  Council Member Meehan seconded the motion, and it passed 6-0, 
with Council Member Myhr abstaining due to a conflict because of his employment. 
 
FY2015 City of Scottsdale Contract Agreement 
Council Member Myhr conferred with First Things First legal counsel Casey Cullings regarding conflicts of 
interest and whether he would in fact have a conflict with the City of Scottsdale and other entities 
where he is not employed but Ft. McDowell receives services from the grantees.  Since the Ft. McDowell 
Yavapai Nation is only one of many grantees which receives services, Mr. Cullings informed Council 
Member Myhr that since there are grantees which all equally have the same access to the services, 
there is no conflict of interest. 
 
Senior Director Sabatini stated this will be a one-year agreement to complete a four year contract with 
the City of Scottsdale. 
 
Council Member Meehan moved to approve the Agreement with the City of Scottsdale, contract #GRA-
RC035-15-0690-01 addressing the regional strategy, Parent Education Community-Based Training, for 
fiscal year 2015 in the amount of $165,000.  Council Member Turgel seconded the motion, and it passed 
6-0, with Vice Chair Raymond abstaining due to a conflict because of her employment. 
 
Chief Regional Officer Michelle Katona thanked Council Member Mary Permoda for her service and 
presented her with a letter from First Things First Chair Steve Lynn as well as a copy of the book, “The 
Giving Tree”.  Council Member Permoda left the meeting at 4:21 p.m. 
 
Benchmarking Committee Recommendations 
Chair Van Maanen thanked Council Member Stahl for her work on the committee.  Council Member 
Stahl then provided information about the recommendations of the Benchmark Committee.   
 
Council Member Stahl moved to approve the recommendations of the Benchmark Committee for 
Indicator #2: 72% of children enrolled in an early care and education program with a Quality First rating 
of 3-5 stars by 2020/of those attending Quality First enrolled programs.  29% of children enrolled in an 



    

 
  

3 

 

early care and education program with a Quality First rating of 3-5 stars by 2020/of those attending all 
licensed or regulated programs.  For Indicator #10:  50% of Family Competent and Confident about their 
Ability to Support Their Child’s Safety, Health and Well-Being by 2020.  Council Member Turgel seconded 
the motion, and it passed unanimously 6-0. 
 
Budget Setting and Fiscal Policy Recommendations 
Senior Director Sabatini gave a background on the history of the tobacco tax, which is continuing to 
decrease, and reviewed the Finance Committee recommendations to the Board with the Council.  Chair 
Raymond shared discussions which were held at the recent Chair/Vice Chair meeting including that they 
felt the Councils should be the ones to continue to decide what strategies to fund in their respective 
regions.  Chair VanMaanen asked for input from the Council members to take back to her next meeting, 
especially what information would the Board need in order to make their decision.  It was noted that 
data is needed in the future as to what impact the strategies have made.  Senior Director Sabatini stated 
that First Things First staff are looking at whether there should be an adjustment in Quality First, to 
include criteria for funding scholarships, since it is the highest funded strategy.   
 
Community Outreach Report 
Outreach Coordinator Tina Oluyi reviewed her Community Outreach Summary Report and stated that 
she and Senior Director Sabatini presented to the City of Scottsdale Human Services Commission which 
was also aired on Cable 11.  She also presented at the Scottsdale Parent Council, with attendees 
including the Scottsdale Unified School District superintendent.  Coordinator Oluyi stated that a site tour 
was held at the Paiute Community Center, with several members of the community in attendance.  In 
response to a question from Chair VanMaanen as to the response from the officials, Coordinator Oluyi 
stated that they are all excited about First Things First, and that some of them had not heard of the 
agency before meeting with her.   
 
Senior Director Updates 

 Senior Director Sabatini informed everyone that Sam Leyvas is the new CEO of First Things First. 

 Senior Director Sabatini stated that in response to previous questions, two centers in the region 
which were in Quality First have closed. 

 Senior Director Sabatini stated that the needs and assets report will be going to the new East 
Maricopa Regional Partnership Council in July, with the data to action session in August. 

 Senior Director Sabatini stated the recommendations for the East Maricopa Regional 
Partnership Council members will be voted on by the First Things First Board in June. 

 Senior Director Sabatini stated that the City of Scottsdale has been selected as a Read On 
Arizona community. 

 Senior Director Sabatini thanked everyone for their years of service to the Council and to the 
community. 
 

Regional Council Member Updates 

 Council Member Myhr stated that there have been a large amount of parents and children 
participating in the programs with the City of Scottsdale library, and they will be starting a 
program with the family resource center next month. 
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 Council Member Stahl stated that her district will be working with two consultants with Smart 
Support over the summer. 

 Council Member Meehan announced that she is retiring June 30. 

 Vice Chair Raymond said they are looking forward to their summer program at Paiute.  She also 
said that attendance for the Ultimate Play Data was almost double from last year.  There was 
also such a substantial increase in the number of participating agencies, she had to start turning 
people down in the last two weeks due to lack of room.  Families attended from across the 
valley, to include from Anthem to South Chandler to Apache Junction. 

 
Call to the Public 
Sarah Stammegna with the Cholla/Oak Early Childhood Campus thanked First Things First for their 
funding and read two letters. 
 
Adjournment to Celebration of Northeast Maricopa’s Accomplishments 
There being no further business, Chair VanMaanen adjourned the final meeting of the Northeast 
Maricopa Regional Partnership Council at 5:06 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Caitlyn Hollins, Administrative Assistant III 
Maricopa Region 
 
 
       

Approved by: 
 
 
 
      ______________________________________ 
      Patricia VanMaanen, Chair 

Northeast Maricopa Regional Partnership Council 


